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The  Kettle  Valley  Agreement 


Mr.  ijpeaker:  In  Introducing  the  jub- 
Ject  hefuru  the  House  thla  evening,  1 
HliBll  rffer  tu  what  I  regard  aa  one  of 
the  most  Important  moveni«ntB  In  B.C., 
namely,  the  connection  between  the 
c'laat  cities  and  the  interior,  by  the 
Hope  Mountain  ruute. 

There  was  a  time  when  the  principal 
topic  to  be  heard  of  throughout  th» 
Province  when  the  matter  of  railway 
conittructlon  was  brought  up  was  the 
Hope  Mountain  Hallway.  1  recall  how 
certain  fectiuns  of  the  Province  were 
disturbed  and  excited  at  the  mention  of 
such  a  project.  It  seemed  that  the 
future  of  the  Province  was  entirely 
wrappfd  up  in  the  scheme  to  provide 
this  line  of  road.  There  was  a  great 
deal  said  on  the  hustings  and  in  the 
prfss  about  the  scheme,  and  It  was 
openly  suggested  that  the  wlsost  course 
to  pursut!  would  be  ti>  borrow  IIO.OOO.OOQ 
and  proceed  with  the  work  on  our  ''wn 
account. 

It  would  not  have  been  an  arduous 
task  to  have  assembled  a  large  follow- 
ing of  the  electors,  especially  on  the 
CMBst,  Who  would  have  strongly  ap- 
proved such  a  course.  It  Is  not  my 
place  tonight  to  Indulge  In  any  obser- 
vations as  to  the  advisability  of  encour- 
aging the  electorate  of  the  Province  at 
that  time  to  adopt  a  policy  of  building  a 
Pruvincially-owned  road.  This  would 
at  once  have  Involved  the  necessity  of 
determining  how  much  the  project  would 
c-osi  and  what  position  It  would  occupy 
in  connection  with  other  standard  rail- 
way systems.  It  is  sufficient  for  my 
purpose  tonight,  however,  that  tue  elec- 
torate did  not  seriously  adopt  this  pro- 
posal. 

When  the  present  Administration  as- 
sumed office  in  1903,  one  of  the  first  un- 
dertakings presented  to  us  for  consid- 
eration related  to  the  Hrpe  Mountain 
Railway.  At  that  time  va  gave  It  every 
possible  consideration,  out  were  forced 
In  the  end  to  the  conclusion  that  It  was 
not  then  within  the  ability  of  the  Prov- 
ince to  attempt  such  construction. 
Meanwhile  Mr.  J.  J.  Bill  hod  been  busily 


fnk'iiK*'(l  in  looking  over  the  country, 
C'arr\lng  out  surveys  and  making  obser- 
vations that  might  lead  to  the  under- 
taking of  some  derinltv  action  by  the 
Hy»tfcMi  he  contr.ls.  This  movement  on 
his  part  h:.d  be^n  prncedud  by  a  Qovern- 
ment  surv  ,-y  and  examination,  made  at 
the  time  of  the  Dunsmulr  Admlnlstia- 
tion  under  the  supurvlslun  of  the  Hon 
K.  Dewdn(.-y,  which  had  resulted  In  the 
preparation  of  an  interesting  linanclal 
report  upon  the  whole  route  from  Hope 
into  the  Simllkameen.  one  which  I  be- 
lieve has  proved  of  very  great  valuo  to 
the    various    interests    that    have    since 
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make  arrangements  for  railway  con- 
struction. 

I'ive  or  six  years  ago.  when,  in  the 
opinion  i.f  the  Government,  the  time  had 
arrived  for  the  submission  to  the  people 
of  a  railway  policy,  one  of  the  first  pro- 
jects taken  Into  consideration  by  the 
Cabinet  relate^l  to  the  old  Hope  Moun- 
tain scheme.  We  took  the  measure  as 
fully  as  the  means  at  our  disposal  would 
allow  of  the  Nicola,  Slmlikameen,  Okan- 
agan,  and  Hope  Mountain  sections,  and 
finally  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
we  sh"uld  make  some  definite  attempt 
to  provide  for  British  Columbia  th©  long 
awaited  contact  between  these  Interior 
sections  and   the  coast. 

As  a  result  of  negotiations  extending 
over  a  coMlderable  period  of  time,  we 
were  RriUy  able  to  enter  up'^n  a  bar- 
gain ulth  the  Kettle  Valley  Railroad,  a 
bargain  Mr.  Speaker,  which  promises  for 
a  certainty  to  develop  within  the  next 
fourteen  or  sixteen  months  a  railway 
contact  between  the  coast  and  the  vari- 
ous sections  I  have  mentioned.  It  is 
only  fair  to  say  that  It  was  not  until 
the  Gitvernment  had  exhausted  every 
possible    means    of    bringing    about    the 


\'\i\V 


till 


line 


V.  &  y.. 


tliat  we  proceeded  finally  with  our  nego- 
tiations with  the  Kettle  Valley. 

The  policy  of  the  Government  and  of 
the  Conservative  party  In  British  Colum- 
bia In  regard  to  railways  was  that  there 
should  be  no  land  grants,  and  the  strong 
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imlilU-  oplrilun  of  tin*  t.'oijntry  wa«  clearly 
HKHliiMt  f%Mh  ■iibvciitluni.  Having  thU 
111  ml  ml,  and  the  poBHtailun  by  th« 
(Heat  Xfirthern  of  the  V.V.  A  E.  charter, 
wf  tiaJ  maili;  repeated  attempta  to  In- 
tfi.at  (In.  u.N.It.  ayHtem  In  the  work  of 
f.ul.-lLiriif  th«-  V  .  \'.  At  I-;.  IhiLtHHh  i.i  iti.; 
cuHxt.  un<I  of  giving  t.i  the  people  on 
t)ie  cua»t  tlial  opportun'ty  of  doing  buaU 
tienn  with  the  Interior  that  would  natur- 
ally rurnilt  from  the  completion  of  the 
line,  I  may  way  that  pcraonally,  with 
the  concurrencp  of  the  BSiocutlva  Coun- 
cil, I  vlMlti-d  HI.  I'aul  f.T  the  purpoae  of 
taking  up  these  propoaaU  with  tha 
Qreat  Xorthern  ofllclala  and  gentlemen 
repreatntlng  the  Great  Northern  Inter- 
eHtH  waitfil  upon  the  Qovernment  In 
Victoria  and  dlacuased  the  whole  quea- 
tli.n  at  length  of  making  connection  with 
the  coast  cltieM.  But  for  aome  reason  or 
another  there  waa  delay  upon  delay. 
Explanatlona  were  alwaya  given,  but 
there  waa  no  actual  work  of  conatructlon, 
and  after  the  patience  of  the  Oovernment 
and  the  people  had  become  almoat  ex- 
hauated,  we  Anally  proceeded  with  the 
present  arrangement,  by  means  of  whic>i 
we  can  expect  to  aee  the  road  completed 
shortly  and  In  operation  under  the  Juris- 
diction of  the  Canadian  Paclflc  Railway 
eyatem. 

All  the  business  relative  to  the  Hope 
Mountain  system,  the  extension  of  the 
road  through  the  Nicola,  Simllkameen 
and  Okanagan  country,  has  been  very 
complicated.  In  the  first  place  there 
was  the  old  charter  of  the  Midway  and 
Vernbn  road,  which  upon  a  pronounc»> 
ment  of  the  Supreme  Court  was  declared 
to  be  still  In  force,  despite  the  fact  that 
the  number  of  men  and  animals  engaged 
on  the  work  of  actual  construction  would 
not  Involve  any  great  outlay  In  wages 
from  month  to  month.  However,  In  the 
wisdom  of  the  Court.  It  was  declared 
that  the  charter  wa«  atlll  In  force,  and 
when,  on  investigation,  it  wns  found  that 
the  project  of  the  Kettle  Valley  must  to 
some  extent  trespasa  upon  the  territory 
of  the  Midway  and  Vernon,  a  great  many 
difflcultles  presented  themaelves,  which 
had  to  be  removed  before  any  railway 
ex;>ectlng  to  receive  recognition  at  the 
hands  of  this  country  and  this  Parlia- 
ment could  be  taken  into  account.  The 
Midway  and  Vernon  had  carried  out 
large  and  expensive  surveys  and  other 
railway  ploneerlnj  work  of  a  costly 
character.  When  the  Kettle  Valley  pro- 
posed to  act  under  the  charter  of  the 
Midway  and  Vernon,  the  Provincial  Qov- 
ernment stipulated  that  they  should  not 
proceed    with    Its    operations    until    the 


rlKhlH  of   the   Midway   and   Vernon   were 
pn>Iii'rly  ailjustfil. 

Home  time  elapsed  before  the  riues- 
tioHH  Inchlenlal  to  these  rights  wsrs 
.1Ih|'  st-il  of,  an<l  even  then,  when  the 
Movfrnment  of  the  day  whs  advised  tiiat 
fVfryihing  waa  satisfactorily  arranged, 
tliurc  remained  many  outstanding  ques- 
tions that  ^rere  not  adjusted  until  a  later 
dal.-.  1  n-collect,  in  the  course  of  a 
nitli.-r  nrduoun  campaign  through  the 
noun.lary  ami  Hinillkameen  country, 
being  subjeL'ted  to  some  unfair  abuss 
upon  thlK  matter.  Pointed  and  offen- 
sive refert-ncea  were  made  to  the  KetU* 
VJtllfy  pn>if',  t  |,i'c-auMf  It  was  suld  that 
this  corporation  had  failed  to  meet  the 
payment  of  some  wages  and  some  store 
accounts  that  were  due  to  people  along 
tlic  surv.y.-d  route  from  Midway  to  Ver- 
non. 

Happily,  I  am  in  a  position  to  amy 
that  the  Midway  and  Vernon  difficulties 
have  been  disposed  of  and  the  ground 
cleared  for  the  entry  of  the  Kettle  Val- 
I'-y.  Tli»-  \'..  V.  Hi  K.  corimratlun,  which 
has  every  right  to  the  recognition  of  this 
Legislature,  has  been  enabled  to  make 
arrangements  satisfactory  to  this  Go*-- 
ernment.  to  themselves,  and  to  the  Ket- 
tle Valley,  which  will  give  them  acceaa 
to  the  coast  cities,  t  am  also  glad  to 
he  able  to  state  that  questions  relative 
to  the  Interests  of  the  city  of  Grand 
Forks,  the  Boundary,  81mllkam<<n  and 
NIcoU  districts  have  also  been  disposed 
of,  so  I  approach  the  subject  tonight 
of  presenting  to  Parliament  a  bill  that 
provides  an  Importtnt  step  In  this  mag- 
nificent project 

It  Is  only  fair  to  recall,  however,  that 
it  was  not  until  we  had  recourse  to  the 
treasury  of  this  country  that  we  were 
In  a  position  to  produce  a  contract  that 
would  absolutely  insure  the  completion 
of  the  road  The  charter  of  the  Midway 
and  Vemoi  was  declared  by  the  Courv« 
of  the  country  to  be  valid,  and  I  must 
remind  you  that  it  carried  with  It  a  sub- 
sidy of  $5,000  a  mile  for  150  miles,  or 
1750,000.  It  became  the  right,  therefore, 
of  the  Kettle  Valley,  having  taken  over 
the  charter,  to  expect  at  the  hands  of  the 
Government  the  same  treatment  that 
would  have  been  accorded  the  original 
Midway  and  Vernon  road. 

By  means  of  this  cash  subsidy,  in  so 
far  88  our  interest  In  the  road  was  con- 
cernel.  we  were  able  to  aasure  Partla- 
meni  ind  the  country  of  the  building  of 
a  st.ndard  gauge  road  from  Pentlctun 
along  to  the  Nicola  country,  but  there 
still  remained  the  very  costly  Hope 
Mountain  section,  which  even  Mr.  j.  j. 
Hill  seemed  to  heslUte  about  atUcklng, 


HTiil  whlrli  |i«i<  tjfen  itijortfd  upon  by 
■f\»Tat  Kiirvfy  anil  lixatlon  parltoN  to 
bf  one  or  the  i-  mtllPitt  ■cctlnns  In 
Britliih  Cohimfila  that  any  railway  could 
poMHltily  iitidtTtakf,  Thorf  vrv  \arliiiia 
•atlmatepi  Jth.-n  of  tlic  cohI  of  conntrur- 
(lon  to  CoijiK'halla  Summit,  an. I  many 
♦■xp.Tt  If.cdtlon  iiiKlnetTK  perlo^llcally 
found  Ihi-m^flvcH  In  print  rlalmlns  i'^ 
have  ma<l>'  the  trip  over  the  summit  and 
to  have  mifflelently  Informed  themaflvea 
of  the  r«.utp  to  be  able  to  tierlare  with 
contldenre  that  the  line  could  be  qukkly 
and  <  lieai-ly  hiiMt.  I  rfcollpct  Mr.  Smith 
CiirtU  dprlarlnjT  In  thin  llouae.  In  the 
mottt  uritcnt  termn.  thHt  Hif  nmd  cimlil 
b*.  built  quickly  and  cheaply  and  that 
the  whole  achemc  wa«  one  that  ought  to 
be  carried  mit  without  the  leaat  in.ss'ble 
delay.  While  Mr.  Curtia  did  not  p.taa 
oa  an  expert  on  railway  1  ication.  he  waa 
prepared  to  aubicrlbe  hlmaelf  aa  mn 
authority  favorable  to  the  Immediate 
conatructlon  of  the  Hope  Mountain  road 
and  to  iro  on  rec^.rd  as  endoralng  the 
Toquehatla  Paaa  aa  a  feaalble  route. 

There  were  many  location  engineers 
In  the  country  at  the  time,  jind  alnct 
then  both  the  Kettle  Valley  and  the  V., 
V.  &  K.  have  kept  expert  enRlneers  at 
work,  principally  on  the  Hope  Mountain 
section  between  Nicola  and  Hope,  and 
I  am  advised  thm  it  was  not  until 
within  the  last  eighteen  montha  that 
surveys  had  been  carried  to  the  point 
where  the  final  location  could  be 
determined. 

There  was  nn  interestln.:  Incident  In 
connection  with  the  general  project  that 
la  worthy  of  notice.  As  soon  as  the 
Provincial  Qovernment  and  the  KettU 
Valley  road  had  undertaken  the  work 
of  examination  and  survey  they  found, 
upon  presenting  their  map,  that,  while 
the  v.,  V.  &  E.  had  filed  before  them, 
there  waa  a  record  that  the  Coast 
Kootenay  Hallway  Company  was  on  the 
ground  prior  to  that  time,  and  I  am 
advlaed  that  In  addition  there  were 
local  and  provincial  companies  with 
map*  on  flte  covering  the  same  route. 
Because  of  the  clash  between  the  V., 
V.  A  E.  and  the  Kettle  Valley,  very 
protracted  negotlationa  arose  and 
montha  elapsed  before  matters  assumed 
any  visible  development.  This  ended 
finally  in  a  Joint  agreement  being  made 
between  the  roads,  under  the  terma  of 
which  the  Kettle  Valley  was  to  build 
a  section  from  Mope  to  Coquehall& 
Summit  and  the  V.,  v.  &  E.  was  given 
usage  of  that  section  on  the  payment 
of      certain      rents      and      maintenance 
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nUhl.  Mr.  Hp.-iik.  r.  th*-  Govern- 
ment [tn>t)i.i*eH  til  «Nk  Parliament  to 
i-tidorMe  an  agrefmeiii.  w.ilcli  |h  Home 
xllwlil     di'iiartiiri'     f i  >tin     the    itttK-euient 

hen- 1 II  fore    made    ljet« li     the     Province 

and  the  Kettle  Valley  rou,|.  re»|.e.t|ng 
tlilH  iirop,-rI>.  The  wiiiveyM  have  lieen 
made  and  Hied  both  at  Ottawa  und 
Vlitiirla  I'y  the  Kettle  Valley  Uallway 
Company,  providing  for  n  road  from 
Pentlcto.,  thriKigh  the  Okaiinenn 
district,  through  the  Aspen  Qrova 
section  and  the  NIi'oIk  I..  Colilwater 
Junction.  The  V..  V.  A  E..  as  Is  well 
known,  traviTHeft  the  foimtty  ali'iig  the 
Slmllksmeen  t'l  Prlmetun,  a  ml  then 
follow.x  In  a  northerly  dlrectlim  to  (^old- 
water.  The  v.,  V.  A  K.  hus  completed 
ronstriictlon  to  Princeton  ami  In  now 
engnned  on  tlif  work  north  of  Cold- 
wat.r.  Th.>  Kettle  Valley  liax  practl- 
cully  Itnlshed  ennstrurtlon  from  Ml-l- 
way  to  pf-ntlcton  and  from  1 'en  tic  ton 
to  a  point  forty  miles  west.  «pproxl. 
mately.  to  OHprey  Lai.e.  From  the 
( oRstllne  they  have  already  undertaken 
coii.stnu'tlon  work  on  the  grade  at  Ruby 
Creek,  and  the  rnmpany  pronilnea  t<i 
have  the  line  conijileled  h>  the  Fall. 
They  have  also  let  a  contrarl  for  the 
work    from    Hope    to    Cocjuehalla. 

From  Information  which  I  have  to 
hand,  this  work  Hhoul.l  h,-  ftihly  well. 
If  not  entirely,  comiiletf,!  l,y  the  I'all 
of  the  year.  The  Kettle  Valley  system, 
like  every  other  cori>oratlon  having  a 
large  undertaking  to  answer  for  In  the 
West,  has  found  tl*»t  the  project  Is 
moch  mure  co«tly  than  the  orlwlnal 
plan  provided,  and.  Instead  of  about  ten 
or  eleven  million  dollara  being 
necessary  to  build  the  line.  It  is 
expected  before  the  work  Is  flnlshed  It 
will  cost  upwards  of  sixteen  million 
dollars,  Unriuestionably  the  same 
economic  conditlona  that  affected  the 
C.  P.  n.  and  the  C.  X.  P.  have  been 
felt  by  the  Kettle  Valley,  even  although 
thia  line,  since  the  original  negotiations 
were  entered  into,  has  been  taken  over 
by  the  C   P.  R. 

On  account  of  the  excessive  cost  of 
the  work,  representation*,  were  made 
to  the  Government  that  every  possible 
economy  would  have  to  be  exercised  In 
order  to  expedite  the  work  and  that  It 
was  desirable,  so  far  as  was  consistent 
with  the  original  proposals,  that  the 
Kettle  Valley  should  t»e  permitted  to 
work  In  harmony  with  the  V.,  V.  A  E., 


It  whn  lifcaiixe  nf  IhfRe  rejireafinta- 
tloriit.  iml  of  ih«  farl  that  th^ 
(■iM|>iin*tlori  iirliiclpally  RnaAernt);*  for 
the  iirojcct  iiHkfil  fur  un  extermlcm  <if 
tlmi"  >inlfMH  th*«  projmitMl^i  now  before 
tho  ll'fUHo  wiTP  rarrlcd.  that  the 
aKrffm»>r(t  now  Kiibmllted  waa  fntereil 
Into. 

I  woiiltl  like  tu  nny  that,  hefure  th« 
tJovernmenl  oonncntfrl  to  ent^r  Into  an 
airrcfiTii  nt  of  thin  mirt,  every  connldera- 
tlon  wan  Klvi'n  tn  the  varloim  iiecllaDa 
of  the  cotintiy  affeited  by  the  orlRlnal 
projecj.  We  found  that  If  we  were  to 
comply  with  the  re.in.  »t  of  the  Kettle 
V'alley  and  «iibiirrlbe  to  the  uiage  of 
the  trackage  of  the  V..  V.  4  R  from 
I'rlneeton  to  CoMwater,  with  proper 
■afeKuardi,  we  would  be  materially 
aiHlMtlnv  In  the  carrylnR  out  of  tha 
project. 

It  In  Interesting  to  note  that  wb-^r. 
the  Kettle  Valley  Railroad  T.^ned 
neitotiatlonn  with  the  Oovernment  for 
a  variation  of  the  aureement  such  a* 
iH  now  provided,  the  only  objeotlon*  to 
he  nied  were  thoae  emanating  from 
what  la  kii.iwn  aa  the  Aspen  Orov* 
district.  They  came  from  Sir  Charles 
HIbbert  Tupper,  repreaentlng  an  Engllah 
■yndlcate  which  had  piirchaKed  land 
for  farming,  and  also  from  Mr.  Bate, 
a  pioneer  of  Aspen  Grove,  representing 
some    sixty-two    mineral   claims. 

A  very  careful  hearing  was  gtv^n  by 
the  Executive  Council  to  the  case 
presented  by  Sir  Charles  Tupper,  and 
It  developed  this  situation:  That, 
actlnir  on  the  strenicth  of  the  location 
surveys  of  the  Kettle  Valley  Hallway, 
which  had  been  located  here  and  at 
Ottawa,  large  holdlnirs  of  land  were 
disposed  of  In  England  to  a  very 
powerful  and  representative  syndicate. 
In  the  brief  filed  by  sir  Charles 
HIbbert  Tupper  the  names  of  the 
gentlemen  Interested  were  mentioned, 
together  with  the  amounts  which  they 
subscribed.  The  lands,  although  located 
at  an  altitude  of  between  three  and 
four  thousand  feet  above  sea  level, 
were  held  out  by  Sir  Charles  HIbbert 
Tupper  to  be  valuable  fanning  lands, 
and  attached  to  his  brief  are  reports 
from  Captain  Leader,  a  farm  expert 
who  had  been  carrying  on  certain 
experimental  work. 

The  complaint  was  that  this  English 
syndicate,  Induced  because  of  the 
location  of  the  line  through  Aspen 
Orove  to  buy  these  lands,  would  suffer 


considerable  loss  If  tlie  Government 
permitted  any  di'Vlalluii  from  the 
locHtlon  which  hsH  hein  lllrd.  Hut  In 
Hililltlon  to  this  objection  It  was  r'>lnt«d 
out  to  the  AdnilnlHtmtlon.  with  con- 
Klileruble  emphasis,  that  a  Ouvernmsnt 
mnp,  Isttued  In  1912,  hott;  upon  Its 
U»'n<l  IhU  direction;  "Lines  coloureil 
rtil.  railways  und«T  construction."  and 
that  such  a  line  appears  In  the  map  In 
the    neighborhood    of    Aspen    Orove. 

•  ''HitiHi'l  InKlwIed  that  the  Government 
'vas  oblltred.  because  of  this  clrciim- 
Htance,  to  protect  the  purchRsvrs  of 
thlfl  properly.  The  (|Uestlnn  may  be 
iiskeil  of  the  Government  tonlicht.  Is  It 
fair  and  honor^ihle  to  the  public  at 
large,  since  there  has  been  a  location 
showing  the  line  through  Aspen  Orove 
and  ^Ince  there  has  been  a  map  printed 
showing  that  line  to  permit  a  deviation 
from    the   original   agreement? 

Before  1  answer  this  question.  Mr. 
speaker.  1  think  It  Is  worth  while  to 
emiuire  Into  the  mattt^r  a  little  more 
closely  The  allegation  Is  that  thess 
lands  were  bought  lo  1911.  while  the 
fact  remains  that  this  map  did  not 
appear  uutll  1912.  Not  that  this  would 
materially  alter  the  case.  The  question 
stripped  of  outside  considerations 
reaolves  Itself  into  the  question  of 
whether  or  not,  assuming  all  th'S 
allegations  to  be  true,  the  Government 
would  be  Justified  in  expediting  railway 
construction  which  affected  the  general 
public   interests    of   the   country. 

The  House  will  agree  that  the  V..  V. 
&  E.,  over  whose  tracks  the  Kettle 
Valley  will  presently  operate,  is  at 
most  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  from  the 
lands  at  Aspen  Grove,  in  which  thi« 
Knglish  syndicate  Is  Interested.  These 
lands  are  at  an  altitude  of  from  three 
thousand  to  four  thousand  feet  and  are 
hardly  In  the  nature  of  lands  that  could 
be  divided  into  small  holdings  with  any 
jrreat  profit;  but  If  there  are  farm 
lands  there  of  a  nature  sufficient  to 
Justify  development.  It  will  not  be  a 
difficult  task  to  find  a  suitable  trunk 
road  system  that  will  bring  them 
closely  enough  In  contact  with  the  V.. 
V.  A  E.  and  the  services  of  both  the 
American    and    Caradlan    lines. 

I  cannot  believe  that  any  Bngllsh 
company  undertaking  to  engage  In  a 
businesslike  way  in  the  work  of 
(teveloping  and  settling  farm  lands  In 
the  Interior  of  British  Columbia  would 
approach  such  a  ta«k  and  finally  carry 
the  purchaxfi  of  lands  to  completion  on 
the  strength  of  a  mere  railway  location 
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the  atronKtli  of  a  Ivgand  on 
n-nt  mat*.  Whm  a  v«-ry 
iiiK-iTtiilti  rccoril  It  In  afier  all  to  h«V« 
t«»  rely  im  th.'  luralion  nurvey  of  a 
riillwiiy  lim-.  m..ro  p»peclHlly  |n  nrlllah 
(Vii.inihl.i.  wlHMx  ttie  crmllBiirBtlon  of 
Ih-  poiiniry  Ik  m.>  .limcmi  an  to  make  it 
ttlmodt  Irnpoxfi.  ,  on  firpt  Inapection. 
for  even  the  mmt  ex[i*Tt  ••iiRlrieer  to 
•ay  [>oMltlv*'ly  llmt  ttie  ]|ii«  recorded  !■ 
Ihf  one  llmt  win  W  followed  n  hon 
rorinlructl.in    in    carried    out. 

If  yoo  *'XHmlne  the  ilcpartmenti  here 
anil  In  Ottawa  you  will  fln.l  that  there 
t'a.  not  hern  a  mll<>  of  railway  built 
In  Ihit  iiiountiilnM  that  naa  not  been 
Ii'iHlfd  pnd  relorated  many  limes.  The 
final  location  mlich*  be  moved  twenty 
mlleM    from    the   original   plan. 

I«  It  predlhle  that  a  person  or 
rorporatlon  would  purrhane  land  In 
IlrlllMh  Coh.mbla  on  th.-  Htrenath  of  a 
Oovernmetit  mRp.  which  la  marked  here 
Hiid  there  » 1th  llnei.  projected  and 
under  construction,  and  enter  into  an 
aKreement  that  could  be  Juslined  on 
sound  business  llnea?  The  uncertainty 
of  the  l.K-uIlon  i.Y  the  landa  themselves 
is  a  factor  that  ought  to  be  taken  into 
corualderatloi). 

It  In  a  reaaonablH  thills  .or  a 
Qovernment  in  dealinc  with  railway 
corporations  whose  onterprlsea  aie 
projected  through  the  mfnintalns  to  give 
every  opportunity  puDHJbJe  to  locating 
.^nirlneers  to  work  out  the  best  route 
and  to  secure  the  mont  feasible  and 
the  most  economic  line.  So  I  say  that. 
while  the  gentle'-en  Interested  In  this 
psf-tloilar  Infltano^  ly  have  felt  quite 
■ale  In  representlnii  that  these  were 
farm  lards  In  the  vicinity  of  the  Kettle 
Valley  road,  at  the  same  time  It  was 
rather  a  hazardous  thing  to  go  the 
length  of  representlnn  for  a  certainty 
that  the  railway  would  be  building 
along  that  specific  route.  Tou  will  see 
from  the  scale  of  the  maps  that  It 
would  be  ilfflcult.  if  not  Impossible,  to 
locate  aci,,tge  unless  It  was  In  the  tens 
of  thousands  of  acres.  In  my  humble 
opinion  he  would  be  a  very  careless 
man  Indeed  who  would  enter  Into  an 
eirreemenl,  as  purchaser,  or  agent,  on 
the  atrength  of  a  Government  map  in 
■any  section  of  the  P-ovInce.  Never- 
theless, ht-re,  in  a  few  words,  la  the 
position  presented  to  the  Qovernment 
a    few    days    ago. 

The  Government  of  British  Columbia 
Is  Uways  solicitous  of  vested  Interest*, 
«i>*T  we  are  always  careful  to  gl\«  every 
protection     so     far     as     constitutional 


■lulhorlly  will  wnrr«nt.  wv  brt\..  bef.n 
v.-ry  much  contfrn«*d  btrauMe  of  the 
reprr«et.tatUm»    miule    l,»|    th^re    nIuiuM 

'"■     »">      ml»ionc.'p:i r     ml-uri.liT- 

NlHUdlnK  .IK  to  the  Mttltud>>  of  the 
(li.v.Tumenl,  We  are  fearful  that  some 
lMr«.)ttM  wh..  mitfhl  he  onHcrupujous  hi 
Ihe  matter  mUbt  K"  the  Iwigih  of 
lepr.-NentliiK  that  thla  O-ivernmenl 
would  be  reMpniiNlhl.i  for  aomethlrTtf  that 
would  iimount  to  lejmdlatlon.  And  mn 
the  Government  does  not  admit  tha» 
anything  Im  being  done  that  «t  All 
wavori.  of  repudiation.  We  do  not  aicree 
that  in  -^ubiitance  the  condition  which 
thlM  bill  pioposeH  is  a  Jepnriure  f.om 
the  original  bnrgHln  bet'veeii  ths 
Kettle  Valley  and  the  Gii\  i-rninent  to 
build    tlu'    ITopo    .Mountain    rnllnay. 

(  suppose  when  this  measure  U 
commented  on  In  England,  where  th" 
purchasers  of  sttmi.  of  these  lantbi  are 
resident,  much  fault  will  b..  found  with 
th«  Government  because  It  has  not 
compelled  the  Kettle  Valley  Knllway  to 
iiblde   by   Its  orltrlnal   locinlon   lines, 

Mr,  Speaker.  If  there  Is  fault  with 
the  Government,  which,  of  course,  I  do 
not  admit,  there  is  still  much  more 
fault  to  be  found  with  the  purchasers 
of  thiM  oroperi.v.  with  the  men  who 
would  willingly  enter  Into  the  purchase 
of  a  large  property  on  the  representa- 
tions I  have  outlined.  It  srems  to  me 
that  ordinary  Intelligence  would 
warnint  the  persons  Interested  In 
ascertalnlnfr.  right  on  the  ipot  and  at 
iirst  hand  from  the  Government  and 
the  ra'tway  company,  positively  where 
the  line  was  «olng  to  be.  I  cannot 
agree  that  even  If  the  line  were  built 
there  the  land  would  he  made  productive 
farm  land,  unless  Nature  In  the  first 
liistani'e  had  made  it  so.  I  need  not 
discuss  witl:  you  what  you  would 
expect  from  land  at  an  altitude  of  from 
three  to  five  thousand  feet,  but  I  can 
■ay  that  It  Is  not  in  the  usual  order 
of  things  In  British  Columbia  to  find 
valuable  productive  farir  lands  alwayi 
>       that    elevation. 

But  If  these  lands  are  as  the 
Purchasers  describe.  If  the  productive 
value  attaches  to  them  that  is  set  up 
(n  the  reports  annexed  to  the  brief  of 
lei.rned  counsel,  the  fact  that  we  shall 
have  two  standard  railways  operatlnff 
within  measurable  distance  of  them 
win,  to  my  mind,  strengthen  and 
enhance  their  value.  In  the  first 
instance  the  lands  were  tn  have  the 
direct  service  of  the  Kettle  Valley  road. 
Under     the     proposals    now     before     the 
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lli.li>!'   th,.>    »||l   .iijiiy,   ,„„r   ihi'   V„    V 

»    K.   .11   n    .11. Ik,,,,.   „r   ,f„„    ,„,|v,   ,„ 

nn..,.,,  mil,...   iH..  «rin,.,  „r  i„,ii,  iin«. 

Thai    l„lnii.  m,.   i„  k  .•.m.hlrrillon  i,r 

"'•    ' """"    ..f    lirHi,,)!     Mr,..,,        rhi, 

.|ii"ll.«,    wa.    r„l„d     l,y    |..,|„n,l    h,i1., 

|.l.,m...r   |.r.,. i.,r  „r   „,|„|„,  olnlm.   In 

the  ,.„m|,.  K,.r  Ih..  |i„>i  i»,.|v,  ,„ 
r,.iirti.,.n  >-Ha,a  |  i.hvp  Uffn  noruilonally 
H«llfn,  th..  \lo.,l.  VkII-.v.  „„rt  In  Ihe 
rniir.,  „t  .„nie  „f  ih,,.,  vl.ll.  ,m  publl,. 
I.ii.ln....  1  h.vo  r.,„n,l  my  .,y  ,„  Ai.p,„ 
Opov,..     and     „n     n„     ..fcMalun     liave     I 

"'" '"      i.Tlunlly      .,f      m.ellnii 

<  .>lun»l    Ralr.       l.iko     many     oth«ra     In 

"■■ 11""     h'     ha.     boen     .aretully 

kei.l.lM»  In  l„iK.h  utth  rvrrytlilnK  that 
ha«  tr.in>|)lri.il  In  Victoria  an,l  at 
enta«,i  r.latlv..  t„  ll„p.  Mountain 
x..,.,!!,..,  t„  .ay  |„  h«.  I.c.n  a  powerful 
a<1i„..an.  for  the  i-onatructlon  ..t  lh,> 
lint..  And  I  Ith  iir^t  alarm  hr  haa 
haard  .,f  the  prnpoaal  of  the  Kattle 
Vallfy  to  adopt  tha  v.,  V.  A  E,  and  In 
tha  paat  f,.,,  daya  ha  haa  vlaltad 
Victoria  and  rt-praaanlfd  thi*  clalma  of 
tha  camp  l.rfnre  thf>  (Mvprnment,  recall- 
Inn  all  the  tlmr  'he  idd  propoaal  and 
the  old  location.  ..hlch  provided  for  a 
line   direct    throuih    to   Aapen   Drove. 

One  mnat  admit,  however,  that  the 
queallon  of  traffic  I.  alwaya  a  para- 
mount  conalderatlon  when  railway 
Intereata  are  to  he  diacuaaed,  and  I 
auppoae  that,  like  every  other  tr.  luntaln 
railway  thia  one  win  be  keen  upon 
reachlnir  Ihoae  terrltorlea  that  are  beat 
fitted  to  nourlah  Iti  own  development. 
It  la  aafe  to  aay  that  theae  llnea  will 
b«  looklnx  rliht  and  left  for  tramo 
•  nd  wherever  It  olfera  we  can  feel 
aatlaned  that  the  LOmpanlea  will  be 
prepared  to  no.  After  all.  without 
traffic  of  thIa  kind.  It  la  problematical 
whether  the  road  would  be  a  aucceaa. 
Throuffh  the  repreaentatlvea  of  the 
company  we  are  aeaured  that,  ao  far  aa 
Aapen  Grove  la  concerned.  It  la  propoaed 
that  when  aufflclent  development  haa 
taken  place  there  to  Inaure  a  bualneaa 
tonnane.  they  will  build  a  branch  line 
to  the  mlnlnfr  camp  and  bring  It  Into 
operation.  ThIa  would  be  a  very 
Indefinite  way.  Mr.  Speaker,  of  dlapoalng 
with  contact  with  Aapen  Grove,  and  to 
aak  that  part  of  the  dlatrlct  to  accept 
It  would  be  acarcely  fair.  In  a  Joint 
conference  that  waa  arranged  laat 
Saturday.  where  repreaentatlvea  of 
Aapen  Grove  were  praaent  with  Mr.  J. 
J.  Warren,  prealdent  of  the  Kettle 
Volley  road,  It  waa  decided,  after  a 
lengthy   diacuaalon.   that   the   bill    to   be 


.*ii',nilit,.il  t 
that  |..)M  li 
«l....      .\ 


the  II. .lie.  would  provide 
i.i'h  Mr,.'  Nhould  I.e  built 
'li'"        "a»     -.,fflcl.,ntly 

''•'"*■' '     to    Juatiry     the    .■..oatructlon. 

.ind  that  Ih.'  j.olnt  .,f  .l..v.l„pm#'nt  waa 
t".  IH'  ..-Itl.'.l  i.y  nil,nr.ul„n.  In  other 
w.it'l..  ir  .\M[.t.,t  llri.v,'  I'Nnip  Miiy.  to 
Ih.'  ll',v,.rnm,.nt  "w,  „r.'  «um,  1,'nlly 
.lev.  lo|,.',l  ,1..,  l„  warrant  th.,  con. 
•  iru.'tl,,,,  of  y„ur  »,r«„ch  lln...'-  and 
rcl,n,l,  il„.  ,„me  alutemrlit  to  the 
riillwtiv  ,„inp,iny.  iin.t  the  railway 
cmpany  prolcat.  that  that  la  not  the 
'rue  n.i>ltl.,n.  then  the  .|ue>tl.,n  1.  to  be 
■  ubmlli..,l  i„  a  i„„„.,|  „,  arl.ltratura.  ona 

'"   ' I"'"''   by   the   railway   and  ona 

l.v  A.pen  tlrove  and  the  other  by  the 
Hallway  Tommlaalon. 

I    think    that   I.   a   fair  and   hualne... 

'"*"    »»>■   "'  'ettlln,   th „.i|„„.     o, 

..M.rae.  without  any  h.'.llancy,  Aapen 
'lro,e  haa  .aid  It  la  certain  that  It  |. 
"-.  y  a  „ue.tlon  of  time  when  the  camp 
"111  1,0  one  of  the  moat  piomlnent  In 
the  country.  They  are  .ntl.lled  to 
"M,  .  by  the  ..ondltlon  I  have  mentioned. 
>n.t  a.  a  reault  there  la  a  clauaa  In  the 
.vet   coverlrtg    It. 

ThIa  appllea   with   equal   force   to   the 

Th".    11"  '"."""' '"  ""  """"■'"y  ai'trlot. 

The  Member  for  flrand  Forka  haa 
a  ate,  that  1,  waa  th.  original  ,n,.„. 
"Z  °  "'"'•  »  ""•  ■"  f™nl.ll„  camp. 
ThI.  la  true,  and  we  have  tried  to  bring 
It  about.  But  w.  want  to  be  fair,  anj 
««    'eel    that.    In    conalderatlon    „f    ,h. 

IrlZ","'.^""""  '""''■•''  '"  ""'  """I* 
nne    th    "■•"""    """«   '•    <■>    ..t    the 

Ine  through  to  th.  Coaat  and  have 
th.  two  llnea  Inatalled  before  another 
twelve  month.  „pl,e.  and  then  put 
preaaure  on  to  build  thoae  branch  line, 
I  reel  that,  from  my  conferencea  with 
,!u  .',■""  """"  "'"■Mentatlv..  and 
"Ith  Mr.  Miller,  that  th.r.  will  be  , 
■llapoaltlon  on  th.  part  of  the  Intereata 
they  re-re.ent  to  acknowledge  the 
neeeaalty  of  having  the  main  line  driven 
through  before  putting  the  hardeat  kind 
of  preaaure  on  the  company  to  build 
branch  llnea.  Of  courae.  it  may  b. 
retorted  that  It  I.  th.  Cana'llan  Paclnc 
we  a  e  dealing  with,  and  that  It  la  not 
in  an.,  need  of  aympathy.  That  la  not 
the  PC  Int.     We  appreciate  the  worth  of 

he  Canadian  Paclllc.  and  we  think  that 
m  reaped  to  th.  Kettle  Valley  It  la 
doing  the  vei'r  beet  It  can  to  llv«  up 
to  Ita  obllgatlona.  anj  we  are  aatlalled 
that  they  will  puah  on  with  their  plana 
and  have  that  line  In  operatic-  between 
Vancouver  and  Kootenay  wl...ln  four- 
teen  or   aliteen   month..     It   haa   been 


chilli,'.!     „(„|„.,     ,1 >»rimi.nl    timl 

«'■     nn.     iiluflnii     ii|i     lu     11 ,.ri..iliin 

'M.-lflr.     I, lit     1     am     tftilil     tu    MDHHrl-     IhHt 

'''"' li'l    I"    nriit..    II.      Til..    Il.,v..rii. 

niffit  1,1  i,„i  .i.,i,„r  unvttilim  t.nt   wlii-i  1^ 
full    und    rlKht    In    ttiln    m.iH..r. 

N.iw  Jiiat  •  f.w  ilpittllH  r..|iNr,llnir  Ihi* 
w.iik  a<.<'„iii|itliih..il  t.,  .lutH,  Thr'..  hMi. 
»>i..n  vxpfn.!.'.!  ..n  i'.itiRtriiitlon   th     mirn 

"'     1 1 11.0110. mil        .1 1     1,     lai.i     ,.„     , 

tiiin.lrp.l    nillrw,    ulm.ixl.    on    Ih,.    «...!. tin 

'"■'* Vtl.lway     .mil     l',.iilli-li,n        Til,- 

ii..».n„-,i  ami  track  «r..  cimpleto  fur 
flirty  mllea  wi.at  i.f  I'l.ntli-t.in  and  tli,. 
ri'mHltilnB  Ihlrty-thri-e  inlloa  ti,  .•.innwl 
with  rrlnpfton  will  l...  t'..m|il,.ti.tl  by 
Ilf.'t'mlipr  :ll.  1911.  anil  t.y  tliat  ilat,.  the 
Orf.it  .N'rirlhfrn  hia  aiirred  t.i  h.ive  th« 
Npi'llun  flnlahvd  b«twci'n  l'rlnt'<>ton  and 
Otit-r  Hiimrr  •  whlcli  mrana  ttiat  l,y  the 
Bll.l  of  fhft  ir  It  will  be  poaalble.  by 
the  Hpence'r  Krldie  roiile.  to  come  rtfht 
fr*iTn  tht.  Kootfnaya  to  the  Coaat;  and 
next  year,  with  the  Cofiuahiilla  aectlon 
romideted.  you  will  come  right  over  the 
mounlRlna. 
There  la   at    worV   near   Ho.>e    on    the 

un'rr  .„"""■  *  '""  '"'  "  """ 
under  the  oontractora.  a  tronii  * 
Morrlaon,  „h„  have  r  .,d  th. 
bulldlni,  of  the  Joint  railroad  and 
vehicular  traffic  brldne.  Involved  In 
the  conatrucllon  of  the  brldire  there 
VIII  be  a  superalruclure  welihlni  Bl« 
million  pound.  Heveral  very  heavy 
cement  plera.  .ome  of  which  will  be 
upward,  of  fifty  or  .laly  feet  below 
the  bed  of  the  Fraaer  Hlvcr,  are  pro. 
vlded  for.  The  Uteat  Information  we 
have  1.  that  It  will  be  ready  for  opera- 
Hon   by   Decemb.T   l   of  thli  year. 

Theae  htrurea  convey  but  a  rough  Idea 
of  what  la  Involv.d  In  the  atupendoua 
project,  but  It  1.  aumclent  to  advlae 
the  Houae  In  a  ftcneral  way  of  the 
amount  of  work  that  la  solni  on.  There 
la  ao  much  railway  bulldlnR  under  way 
In  Ihl.  Province  that  It  la  dlnicult  to 
conceive  of  the  atupendoua  nature  of 
the.e  operittlona.  Thoae  of  U8  who  live 
here  have  little  opportunity  of  aeelnr 
the  development  that  la  taklnn  place, 
hut  If  you  go  Into  the  Interior  of  the 
country  and  ape  the  thouaanda  nf  men 
at  work,  ace  the  great  pock  ciita.  the 
wmiderful  tiinnela  and  ateel  brldtrea. 
you  will  (ret  aome  adequate  Idea  and 
knowledge  of  what  la  transpiring  and 
of    what    will    prcaently    be  achieved. 

I  have  tried.  In  dealing  with  the  land 
and  mining  queatlon  at  Aapen  Qrove. 
to  explain  Juat  how  the  Oovarnmant 
find,  the  aituatlon.  I  have  tried  to 
Bhow    how   It   la   propoaed.   when  condi- 
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I'.iuiri    .iiMtii.  I 
lin,'      1    iiiiv,.  , 

Hiiilllkiiin.'.  '  1] 
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I  I..  tti\f  thia 
1  III,'  h'r.iiiklln 
*lih    th.'    tn.iln 

I.,     ttlllCll     Hl..ll|t 

k.   iiii.l    ()r..en. 

ei.y   that   Ihl.   r.t.-t   of 

ling   III,,   v.,    V.   A 

'"',';■"     "■     " >.l..l.m.nl     or     th.. 

Mil    llk,.,n,.,u  ai„l    ll.iii,,,!.,,,.  .||„r|,.„,     |, 
'V",  •'""'"••    ""■    "■'">"'    c ,    „r    „„. 

K,.llle     Valley    aeiH...     Ii Ir...n» | 

»li.l  111..  .i,iell..r  .,f  the  II.  ,.  ,.„,,p,, 
I  ..oii.any  »l  ii,„t  „.,|„,.  ,„,  i„„it„„„„ 
whi.n  will  1.,.  |,r,.„„r..,l  t„  ,r,.at  or,.» 
I'l  luig,.  amount,  fr.im  the  cimp. 
«Hu,ile,l  hi  that  territory.  hi  thi. 
.onn,.ctlo.i  It  will  be  necoa.ary  t„r  the 
Kettle  Valley  t„  build  a  branch  line 
lu'o  the  Hlmllkameen.  and  I  am  glu 
11,  be  able  to  tell  the  llou.e  that  the 
cnipaiiy  I.  prepared  to  do  ao  In  order 
'..  'le  able  to  haul  the  orra  over  their 
.  wn  rnada  .luwn  to  the  .mrltera  at 
<lTeeiiwood  and  Grand  Forka.  while 
there  la  no  competition  with  the 
.Vmerlcan  line  to  Greenwood  there  will 
be  to  Grand  Forka.  ao  that  you  can  aee 
the  double  purpoae  which  Ihl.  Prince, 
ton   contact    meanw. 

I-.ok.     alao.     at     the     large     farming 

"  tl-ment  that  will  be  conv.nl.nced  by 

■•■'-    arrangement,    and    which    will    be 

claim   the  benefit  of  the  contact 

'    the  Kettle    ■.alley  road. 

ht  also  mention  at  Ihla  time  and 

in    .onnectlon    with    the    Aapen    Drove 

•lueatlon    that    had    the   line    been    built 

there    we   should    have   been   obliged    to 

P«y    I!  000     a     mile     for     the     mile.,. 

covered,    forty-five    mil...    but.    sine.   It 

IS  not  proposed  to  build  there,  we  shall 

wllhhoU    the    payment    of    the    subsidy 

and  be  prepared  to  distribute  a  mileage 

.iih.l.ly   over   the   branch   lln.   to   Aapen 

Grove   when  II  la  built.     I   ,„|d   Colonel 

Hat™  that  If  they  go  ahead  and  develop 

ihelr      .-amp     and      no     other     railroad 

come.   In.    the   Government    la    prepared 

to  provide  a  charter  and  a  aiib.ldy.      I 

have    taken    this   aland    because   I  dealr. 

to   show    the   people   that    it   |.   not    the 

Intention    of    the    Government    to    hold 

back   one   single    hour    the   development 

nf  the  camp. 

Peraonally.  In  connection  with  all 
these  mattera.  If  I  could  h-;e  foreeeen 
the  troublea  that  have  arlaen  In  con- 
nection with  the  Hope  Mountain 
railway.  I  queatlon  very  much  If  I 
would  have  be.n  aoxlou.  to  approach 
the  matter  at  all.  Never  before  have 
their    been    aiich    Involved    and    difficult 
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compllcatlona  to  work  out  In  connection 
wltb  any  railroad.  For  a  time,  when- 
ever we  went  one  atep  tn  advance,  we 
were  forced  to  take  two  ateps  back, 
but  there  waa  alwayi  to  much  about 
the  whole  scheme  that  wae  attractive 
and  fascinating  that  one  could  never 
loae  courace  entirely. 

It  la  only  fair  to  aay  that  I  have 
had  a  great  deal  of  aialstanre  and 
encouragement  from  Honorable  Members 
of  this  Mouse.  The  Hon.  Member  for 
Grand  Forks  has  been  untiring  In  his 
efforts  with  regard  to  the  Kettle  Valley. 
Through  representations  made  by  him 
the  decision  was  made  to  locate  Its 
divisional  point  at  Qrand  Forks,  and 
the  shops  and  roundhouses  and  other 
necessary  works  In  connection  with  the 
railway  system  ara  n<iw  located  there 
and  muke  up  an  assembly  of  worka 
that  will,  In  the  :iext  three  or  four 
years,  be  a  large  employing  centre.  And 
perhaps  the  V.,  V.  A  B.  wlU  ahor  >  be 
obliged  to  locate  dlvlslonsl  head- 
quarters  there  also. 

I  must  also  thank  the  Member  for 
Greenwood  in  his  representation  of  the 
Bound.vry  Interests.  I  am  grateful 
Indeed  for  his  information  In  respect 
to  the  stupendous  project  of  the  B.  C. 
Copper  Co.,  which  promises  to  con- 
siderably enlarge  the  smelter  at 
Greenwood- 

I  have  also  had  many  Interesting 
conversations  with  the  Member  for 
Tale,  who  was  naturally  anxious  that 
no  section  of  his  constltuericy  should 
suffer.  He  seems  to  feel  that  the 
question  of  a  sufficiency  of  development 
at  Aspen  Grove  cannot  be  deferred.  He 
has  never  wavered  In  his  loyalty  to 
Aspen  Grove  and  In  his  faith  as  to  Its 
future.  I  can  only  esy  that  I  am  In 
hearty  accord  with  him  and  that  I 
propose  to  leave  nothing  undone,  so  far 
as  the  present  Government  Is  con- 
cerned, to  force  It  along  apace- 

The  valued  representations  of  the 
Member  for  Slmllkameen  have  also  been 
well  borne  in  mind.  His  continued  and 
powerful  advocacy  of  the  need  of 
Princeton,  and  the  communities  sur- 
rounding, for  connection  with  the 
Kettle  Valley  system  has  not  been  lost 
sight  of. 

There  Is  no  necessity  to  appeal  to 
the  House  further,  but  I  do  protest. 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  It  has  been  a  splendid 
thing  for  the  Province  that  th»  nnal 
completion  and  operation  of  the  standard 
gauge  railway  between  the  Coast  points 
of  the  Province  and  the  Interior,  via 
Htpe  MounUln.  haa  concentrated  In  the 
authority  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of 


the  Canadian  Pacific.  We  know 
perfectly  well  that,  with  all  its  other 
connectlona  and  with  Its  splendid 
discipline  and  excellent  management, 
we  shall  presently  see  operating  up  the 
Fraser  and  Hope  Mountains  one  of  the 
flnest  train  services  on  the  continent. 
It  1b  not  for  me,  from  my  seat  in  the 
Legislature,  to  give  any  apecinc 
assurances  of  what  the  Kettle  Valley 
Railroad  will  mean  in  the  next  four  or 
Ave  years.  I  can  assure  the  legis- 
lature, however,  that  If  the  statements 
madi.  under  authority  by  various 
experts  with  regard  to  the  potential 
wealth  of  this  country  be  borne  out  to 
the  extent  of  one-tenth,  then  the  Kettle 
Valley  Is  going  to  traverse  one  of  the 
richest  sections  In  the  whole  Dominion 
of  Canada.  I  am  not  going  to  speak  of 
the  Boundary  district,  the  Okanagan, 
the  Slmllkameen  or  the  Nicola,  or  even 
of  the  great  valley  of  the  Fraser.  There 
la  no  necessity  for  doing  so.  All  we 
have  to  do  for  Information  along  this 
line  1b  to  appeal  to  the  men  who  know 
the  Province  and  Ita  various  aspects. 
Apart  altogether  from  local  df'velop- 
ment  this  line  will  have  contacL  with 
the  Kootenay,  which  has  been  in  need 
of  It  for  a  long  time.  Residents  of 
that  district  will  be  able  to  come 
to  the  Coast  over  a  Canadian  line,  and 
save  the  hours  and  hours  of  tlmu  now 
spent  on  the  other  routes. 

From  the  national  standpoint  the 
road  is  a  strong  factor.  I  am  surprised 
sometimes  that  the  people  from  the 
Kootenays,  Instead  of  coming  to  the 
Coast  for  their  vacations,  go  over  to 
Spokane.  There  are  scores  of  people 
in  the  Kootenays  who  have  never  been 
In  Victoria,  although  they  are  familiar 
with  the  American  city  I  have  Just 
mentioned. 

Another  Important  point  la  that  by 
•virtue  of  this  road  we  shall  have 
another  transcontinental,  because  the 
Kettle  Valley  will  make  contact  with 
the  Canadian  Pacific  and  Institute  In 
time  another  regular  train  service  be- 
tween   the    East   and    the   West. 

I  am  glad  that  I  have  been  able 
tonight  to  give  the  report  I  have 
regarding  the  progress  of  this  con- 
struction, and  I  am  still  more  pleased 
to  be  able,  under  the  authority  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific,  to  assure  the  I^egle- 
lature  that  In  the  next  fourteen  or 
sixteen  months  you  will  be  in  a  poslUon 
to  enjoy  the  convenience  and  benefits 
that  can  come  from  the  completion  of 
the  Kettle  Valley  road  from  Vancouver 
to  the  Kootenays. 


